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This program was selected as Program of the Year for its exceptional
commitment to high-quality, intentional out-of-school time programming and

its deep, longstanding impact within the community.

With over four decades of service, this program has created a seamless
connection between the school day and out-of-school time, maintaining
strong collaboration with school staff to support each child’s academic,

social, and emotional development. Their approach reflects a true
understanding that OST is not separate from the school experience—but an

extension of it.

The program offers a wide range of enriching opportunities that are both
responsive and innovative. From language classes and wellness activities to

creative arts, tutoring, and special performances, This continuously evolves to
meet the interests and needs of the youth and families it serves.

What truly sets this program apart is its commitment to youth voice and
leadership. Children are encouraged to share ideas, take ownership of

activities, mentor younger peers, and even lead community events. Through
initiatives like family engagement nights and service projects, youth are not
only participating—they are contributing to and shaping their community.
The program also demonstrates a strong commitment to accessibility and

inclusion, ensuring that all families have the opportunity to participate, even
in the face of financial challenges.

Above all, this program stands out because of the environment it creates—
one where children feel safe, valued, and inspired; where staff are deeply
engaged; and where families trust that their children are receiving high-

quality care and meaningful experiences every single day. 
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